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and best wishes

for the
New Year.
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Dear Kei ke

w;shing ﬁou and the STOUP a
Mesry Cheistmas and a prosperous
New Year. Please inform your
Jrowp Fhat T have Many membery
et are i/\‘kra-ltd‘ in C‘C(rQSPOﬁdl'n
We haywe membery 6% ald a S
Prom *kcno.%kf,s o Seniorscitizen
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Support each other and exchange Gny
tnformation We maxy haoe.
We have member Who wride poekyy |
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Wriko hiKu ( 2peitig?) She wos
published in o beok.

Merry Christmas to you
and happy days in the New “Year
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Tnna, 01.11.93

Doear Keiko,

thank you very much for your last letter. It’s ver:x
l.nte:ostlng for me to hear something about your dally life,
or abo I

b ut n wo also asteem

this Japanese art. In Gormany we have special shows in our

pﬂx'ou end we can learn "icebana® (I hope you kncv this word:
we call in Germany the s al way

tlwers) In private gardens you don’t find annnoue gardens

very often.

zour questions: I haven’t ever go to overmeas, too. The

on].y \:l se I travelled by aeroplane was 1985, when I visxtod -
Bnql.nnt.' and Scotland. The other time I’ve gone to the states

ar Ge¢ rman: { on tha continent, for instu.cs Prance, Italy,
Aus':rin Suisse, No:horlandu and so un Buc I also llkn t:o
travel in German: y. It’s vary i
has beoan dividea in two parts til 1959 Ln a =ap1ta1£txc weat-
part and a communistic EBast-part. The culture and life-style
in the former East-part differs totaly from our way, so I can
laarn nany now things in my own state, too. Because my
hnndic:pn can’t be saen at t:ha first stht I havn’t to suffer
from other peoples‘’ projaedice

In Gar»any thore is autumn. The wether is cold and we have
umch rukn and fog. The trees loose their leaves. Today we have

day xar Christians to remamber our dead ralatives.
(It [ alnllar to your “Obon%, I think.) We decorate the graves
with flowers and candles. It’s a day frea of work.

In the next weak I go to a pasychological seminar in Bonn for 4
days. So I try to use the time without job for further
development with the hope to get a better position in the
struggle for jobe. In Germany all larger institutions must

3. ) BAOETIHANZERZD - 1217 't taay f::éfe?.:i’zn?:.-::‘.‘:‘2‘;";2,’2:"2.3',:“3{@“2:' pay

R EiITEIHEA,

i

oblensness by han aped persona is espool.nlly high. You see,
also in Germany thate are many prejudices

In our shops you find already preparations for Christmas and

our group will also arrangae a Christmas celebration. Do yo
caelabratae Christmas, too? And how do you do it? I am Very
curious to your next letter.

With the baest wishes
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Uona, 18.12.93

Dear Keiko,

Thank you very much for your last letter and your Christmas
card.

I am very surprised that there is only little difference in
celebrating Christmas in Japan and in Germany:

At 6th December we celebrate Santa Claus (You see him at

the card, I will put to this letter.) At this day children
get some sweets. Santa Claus puts his gifts in boots which
the children prepare for this act.

At 24th December we celebrate Christmas Eve. At this day we
decorate a fir tree with candles, sweets and other special
ornaments. All member of the family come together and they
make presents to each other. My own family is very little:
My mother is dead since 7 years, my brother couldn’t come
(he has an own family), so that I will celebrate only with
my father. We plan to go to a special ceremony in church.

Then two free days follow: the 25th and 26th December.
There is no sperial programm fnr these two days. You can
visite <owe other relatives, go to a Christras concert or
you can relax from the days before Christmas. In Germany
you find Christmas gifts in our shops already in September
and so sometimes I think Christmis is only a very big
business.

At 31th December we celebrate the New Year’s Eve with a
party which ends with fireworks. This is an old tradition
to banish the ghosts of the old year and also a very big
business. Religious people go to church to beg God for a
lucky new year.

The 1st January is also still a free day. We eat special
cakes. Then the normal routine of every day begins and very
often many intentions and plans making on New year’s Eve
will be forgotten.

But I hope your wishes will become reality in 1994. Besides
I wish you, your family and your group a wonderfull
Christmas and a good beginning of the new year.

Til your next letter

\ '\‘..1“5
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