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Unna, 22.3.94
Dear Keiko!

Thank you very much for your last letter and your wonderful
picture of Japanese paper. I am sorry, but I can’t send you
something like that, because I can’t need my right hand very
exactly. So I can’t do well any needle work or other manual work.
Fortunately I don‘t often need both hands for my profession of
psychologist.

First I will answer to the questions of your letter. You’ve heard
about the flood in Germany. Fortunately Unna isn’t near the sea or
near a great river, only in some suburbs of Unna water was flown
in the cellars. Besides I’m living on the fourth floor. The
situation was totally different in Bonn, where I’m making my
advanced training in Psychology. Here the great river "Rhein"
flooded and distroyed the whole area around.

Now I will tell you something about our school system in Germany:
We have an elementary school for all children for four years. Then
children must choose between 3 ways of qualification and only the
highest level leads to university. Therefore we have a struggle
for good notes already at the end of the elementary school (when
children are 11 years old), because nearly all parents wish to
send their children to the highest school level, because a change
from a lower level to the highest level is very difficult. Besides
parents think, already the beginning or the school career is very
important for the later chances in life. When you have a
certificate of the highest school level you can go to any
university you like. Only in some subjects, like medicine or
psychology, you must have very good notes, because more pupils
wish to study these subjects than there are free capacities. When
you have the certificate of the university it’s very hard to find
a job, because today in Germany we have too much students. Many
persons with an academical profession - and especially women -
must drive taxi or something like that. Many politicians wish to
change this uneconomically school system.

In Germany Japanese students/business men are looked to be very
good educated, good motivated and flexible. They enjoy high esteem
and German manager try to lern from Japanese way of economy.

In some days - at 1st April - we have Easter. You know Easter? In
Germany children celebrate Easter with an Easter-bunny, who hides
Easter-eggs, which children must look for. So I wish you happy
Easter and a good time til your next letter.

With best wishes

37/*@
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