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St. Andreasberg, Sept. 20th 1997

Dear Keiko!

Thank you very much for your last detailed letter and the
photos. I am very interested in Japanese customs. Your wedding
ceremony is very strange for me, but with the photos I can
imagine it a little bit. I think there’s a great difference
between your wedding and the one of your daughter.

Today in Germany 30 to 50% of marriages will be divorced later,
especially in the great cities the rate is very high. Are there
so many divorces in Japan, too? Or is there a religious
prohibition for getting a divorce? According to Catholic
religion people are not allowed for getting a divorce, but the
influence of religion isn’t great, as you can see.

In Germany many people are interested in Asian culture and try
to take over some customs, for instance techniques of the
Chinese way of medicine like THAI CHI or AKUPUNKTUR. These ways
of medicine are very popular here, especially for people with
chronical deseases. Often for these people our high-tech
medicine doesn’t find any way to decrease their pains and so
they look for other techniques, sometimes with good effects.
Which ways of medical treatment do you prefer? Must you take
medicaments daily? Do you try alternative ways to stabilize your
wellness?

After my holidays in America in May I will get only a few other
vacations in this year, so I have to work during the summer. In
Germany the summer was very hot, but in the mountains of St.
Andreasberg it’s always a little bit colder. I like these
temperatures when I must working.

In my last letter I am telling you about our clinic’s birthday
and the Open Day. Additionally to this 100-year-celebration in
October we’ll organize a SYMPOSION for medical staff about our
way of rehabilitation, we offer to our patients. This is a lot
of additional working, but this is the last action for the
birthday.

Perhaps I must leave St. Andreasberg soon, becaus my boyfriend
will get another job at the end of this year. Then we’ll go to a
city 600 kilometres away: FREIBURG. But the decision isn’t clear
yet. I will write you more in one of my next letters, when 1’11
know more details.

I wish you and your group a good time
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